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From The Principal's Desk
Dear Children,
When I read Ian McEwan's Machines Like Me,
the book by the eminent writer, convinces me
that artificial intelligence or AI as it is
popularly known, has begun to make deep
inroads into our everyday life. The machine
in this story takes its cue from the last word
spoken to it, learns from its immediate
environs and explores the limitless realm of
the internet.  This robot which looks exactly
like a man and having all human emotions, is
named Adam. Most of you are by now familiar
with Alexa and Siri and comfortably order
them around. Also, Minecraft and PUBG, I
guess, are your favourite games. 

Have you ever thought about the space you
will be left with if Al takes centerstage?

Do you know the human brain is much more
powerful than its electronic substitute in a
machine? Unfortunately, we do not explore
our own power and possibilities to the fullest. 
If you stay focused and think rationally there
is hardly anything that you cannot do. We
instead remain busy with the trivialities of
life and in the process miss out on the big
picture.

Al is here to stay. If scientists' predictions
are anything to go by, it may supersede
human intelligence by 2045. The reason I do
not rule that out is our own lethargy for self-
assessment, inability to take an initiative to
explore our capabilities. 

 If a machine's brain can be transferred to
another and its memory remains functional,
why can't we think about helping many live
longer by donating organs? There could be
among such survivors quite a few scientists,
writers and artists busy in the process of
enhancing various aspects of our civilisation.

I would suggest you start thinking how Al can
complement the role of the human brain
dispelling the fear of robots substituting
people.

My best wishes for you,

Dr. Manimala Roy
Principal

Basava International School 
Dwarka



From The Editorial Board's Desk
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Dear Readers!!
‘Hope’ is the thing with feathers 
That perches in the soul 
And sings the tune without the words 
And never stops - at all –

Our post Pandemic fourth edition of Basava
Periodical ‘OPA’ certainly resonates with
the above lines of poetry by Emily
Dickinson. We have chosen the theme
‘Hope-A New Beginning’ for this issue to
exhibit the journey of our talented students
from unprecedented times to present glory.
OPAs meandering trail from its inception
in 2017 till date has been a legacy
bequeathed to those worthy souls who like
to pause their fanciful and fast paced lives
for a good read.
Let me provide you a glimpse of what
awaits you to transport you into a
marvellous world of reading. Our Spirited
Ventures section presents the achievements
of the school with the spotlight on the main
events conducted virtually while the
Esteemed Maestros segment is a magical
potion of talent possessed by our incredible
teachers. Unexcelled Oeuvres and
Captivating Canvasses reveal the
unsurpassed work of art done by the
students.
Euphonious Verses is the precise tranche
for those who find poetry appetizing for
their soul while Prescient Littérature will
allow the readers to ruminate on varied
issues. A surprise segment has always been
a hallmark of OPA and this issue brings to
you Learning from Podcasts wherein age

  

appropriate versatile contemporary
Podcasts add value to our learning.

The Classroom Chronicles, an offshoot of
OPA, brings to you the exuberance and
robustness of the children by mapping out
a plethora of online activities they were
part of, around the virtual Campus.
Here, I pause to reminisce the story of
‘Pandora’s Box’. The last item in the box
was 'Hope' in the form of a golden butterfly
that humans can hold on to in order to
protect themselves from the evils.
Indubitably, this edition of OPA is that
golden butterfly which you can befriend, to
elevate your mood. 
Kudos! to the Editorial team. We ‘hope’ that
we could weave a little magic into your
reading with our humble effort to tickle
your ‘golden’ grey cells. 

Shilpa Sharma
Teacher in-charge

OPA- The Periodical



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Spirited Ventures

 'Mallakhamb Vyayamshala'
Basava International School, Dwarka

recently conducted the inauguration

ceremony of Mallakhamb

Vyayamshala under the flagship of

Khelo India, the National authority

for the development of sports. It is a

great honour that the 

school has been chosen as the official

center (Delhi NCR region) for

promoting this remarkable

traditional Indian sport. school has

been chosen as the official center

(Delhi NCR region) for promoting this

remarkable traditional Indian sport.



under Khelo Fit India initiative by the

Government of India. The inauguration

ceremony of the Vyamyamshala was

held in the school premises on 27th

November, 2021 celebrating the 75th

Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.

The event began with religious

proceedings followed by a spectacular

live display of Mallakhamb by the

young trainees. Ms. Purnima Ambali,

General Manager and Dr. Manimala

Roy, the school Principal addressed the

gathering and emphasized the benefits

of the sport and urged the spectators to

enroll for this traditional sport. Mr.

Dharam Vir Singh:General Secretary,

Delhi Mallakhamb and MFI graced the

ceremony  with other association

members for a positive and successful

start of the training sessions. The root

idea behind Mallakhamb Vyayamshala

is to encourage and motivate people of

all ages and gender to enroll for the

strength training classes. The activities 

activities outlined commence daily at 7:

00 a.m. and effective and impactful

training is given to all the members

without any charges.  The Mallakamb 

training units are specifically

designed to increase endurance,

strength and stamina of the trainee,

a sine qua non for athletic events.

The manner in which the body is

turned, twisted and balanced on the

Mallakhamb, keeps the spectators

spellbound. Separate and specific

training modules have been created

for females and senior citizens.

National level awards to the worthy

athletes as well as free track suits

are given to all the participants. 

The school management extends its

deep gratitude and appreciation to

the officials of Delhi State

Mallakhamb Association for

choosing the school’s premises as its

training center. The school is also

grateful to the residents of Delhi

NCR who have extended their

support for the inclusion of

Mallakhamb Vyayamshala as a

paradigm shift to promote physical

and mental wellbeing. 
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An Ode to the ‘Stories We Never
Tell’ by the Basavites

Basava International School unveiled

yet another anthology of its students

on November 20 2021 at Shelfebook

in D21 Pacific Mall, Dwarka titled

“Stories we never tell” . The book

comprised  original stories written

by the students of Basava which they

developed during their  course of the

Young Authors Program. The

Principal, Dr. Manimala Roy, Sakshi

Jain of the Young Author Programme  

along with  the mentors, s. Rinku

Paul and Mr. Dipankar Mukherjee,

founder of  Readomania graced the

occasion. The school had tied up

with the Young Authors Program

and Readomania for a unique

initiative to hone the writing skills

of aspiring writers of Basava. The

program was curated to master the

techniques of writing and  craft

compelling stories. The Mentors

engaged in one to one sessions with

the students to give them

personalized tips to execute an

action-oriented research project

from inception to completion.
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‘Stories we never tell’  is a

scintillating anthology of 11 tales

written by young authors

exploring a whole range of human

experiences and the many

dilemmas of life. Each story in the

book is a reflection of the author’s

mind, woven deftly into stories

that entertain and educate. The

students covered diverse topics as

mental health, crimes of passion,

myriad pressures of modern life,

being stuck in between worlds,

family ties and more. It is a

collection that is remarkable in its

choice of topics and an assured

voice that belies the age of its

writers. It has exquisitely drawn

landscapes, full of lush sensory

detailing along with living,

breathing characters that make the

book absolutely unputdownable.

The students took pride in getting

their stories published and

becoming published authors. Dr.

Manimala Roy, the Principal

congratulated the students on

their achievement and told them

that they had made the school

proud. She told the young authors

to read like an author and work

with freedom as they can become

great authors when their thoughts

are free. She dwelled in pride that

the children utilized their

lockdown time fruitfully and came

up with enchanting stories. She

wished them success for their

future endeavours and believed

that they would be aspirants for

the Booker Prize.

ISSUE . 4 | MARCH 2022



The provisional discovery of
asteroids by 'Bis Technoids'

 Palak Mathur 
Grade 11

Uma Gaba and Palak Mathur of

class XI, Basava International

School, Dwarka were given the

coveted opportunity to represent

the school for the ‘All India

Asteroid Search Campaign

(AIASC) 2021’. Furthermore, they

were one of the few to make a  

Uma Gaba
Grade 11

provisional discovery of an

Asteroid.  AIASC ‘2021, an

outreach campaign organized by

SPACE INDIA enables Indian

students and amateur

astronomers to get an exclusive

access to astronomy images and

training is imparted in advanced    
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Data Analysis and software to

search asteroids in the Main Belt

Asteroid. These citizen scientists

are able to make original

astronomical discoveries,

interact with international

scientists and participate in

hands-on astronomical

events/processes.  Discoveries

with provisional status are

maintained in the MPC (Minor

Planet Centre) database until

there have been a sufficient

number of observations to fully

determine the orbit. The process

typically takes 6-10 years, at

which point the asteroid is

numbered and catalogued by the

International Astronomical

Union.  

Numbered asteroids can be

named by their citizen scientist

discoverers.

The students cited that AIASC is

an exclusive international

platform for anyone who has an

interest in astronomy, to get

exposure in the field and also

make a noteworthy contribution

to the society. This was

irrefutably an invaluable

experience for them. Under the

aegis of AIASC mentors, the

students were able to learn and

augment their knowledge about

space and asteroids.
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A movie day out! 
 

"All work and no play make Jack a dull boy"

Field trips give students educational

experiences away from their regular

school environment and provide

alternative educational opportunities to

children. Keeping this in mind, as part

of a recreational trip, the students were

taken to D21 PVR Cinema, for a special

screening of the popular movie ‘83’. The

teachers also accompanied the students

to ensure the safety of all the students.

The objective behind this was not only

to refresh the children but also to light

the fire of patriotism in them  and

inculcate a sense of national pride.

They were intrigued by the ideas in the

film showcasing the real issues of

ethnicity, class, etc. and these issues

were explored in a meaningful way in

the movie. The screening was done

following all the Covid protocols and

safety measures. 

The movie engaged the students and

was a significant break from their

daily routine. It was a fun-filled day

with a great learning experience for

them.
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The oath ceremony of the new
student council

Basava International School hailed its

new Student Council on February 17,

2022 at the Investitures Ceremony. The

ceremony took place after a beautiful

street play by Grade 9 on the topic

"Rising addiction on social media".

Ultimately, Rhythm Arora and Kartikeya

Chawla were sworn in as the Head girl

and Head boy, after a series of interviews

taken by a panel of teachers. The two

leaders pledged their allegiance and

commitment towards their roles as

Student Leaders and cultivated a sense of 

leadership and courage among the

audiences through their speeches. Both of

them were provided with sashes of their

posts with a thunder of applause.

Further, the Principal, Dr. Manimala Roy

urged the students to develop a

commanders' attitude and become world

leaders! Last but not the least, all the

teachers congratulated the Head girl and

Head boy and emphasized the importance

of developing a sense of responsibility

and initiative to become successful.



Our Esteemed Maestros
Teachers' Reverie

THE VOICE OF A MOTHER
I am a common woman, who is also the
mother of a toddler. A mother who is
still waiting for the situation to
improve and her daughter to go to her
play school. When will her progressive
learning take place, when will she adapt
a learning environment in accordance
to the social adaptivity? All of my
relentless efforts to make her more
capable and social is going in vain. I
speak on behalf of every mother who is
struggling between household chores
and the upliftment of her little one. The
little ones who are dependent on their
mother for every little thing. The little
one who is still waiting for their
mother to be free from their
professional and household work. The
mother who is tired physically,
mentally and just wants to see their
baby happy and smiling. I want to
cherish all the moments 

along with my little one. It’s always
about setting your priorities. For me, it
is all about managing the priorities, the
priority between independence and
responsibilities.  

 Breaking the stereotypes, I just want
to spread a word of positivity that we
are the multitasking living beings and
this is our power to create a world for
every person whom we know. It is us
who are creating the environment of
good health and happiness in our
homes for our family. 
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It is a  mother who is there for all the
happy and sad times for their little
ones. It is us who decide how to keep
them busy at home. It is us who
decide how to engage them in
different tasks.  Making delectable
dishes for everyone to taking care of
everyone, this person is a mother. I
feel like bringing the light of hope for
every mother that yes all your efforts
will never go in vain. The bond that
we are creating with our child is
priceless.

 All the time that we are giving to
our little one is of no waste. This
is our power and we hope the
situation improves and bring the
day of a covid free world. Till that
time, the struggle is real, the
efforts are insane but yes, keep
going on and never stop because
the world we are creating today is
the world we have tomorrow. 

-Tarandeep Kaur
                     PRT
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From the shackles of darkness, 
When you see a beam of light and see a hope.

That is power of positivity.
 

From tears of sadness,
When you see a smile of a new born and you smile.

That is power of positivity.
 

From the relentless efforts in everyday life,
When you sit back, relax and introspect about all

your efforts.
That is power of positivity. 

 
The light, the smile, the efforts, 

The happiness and peace is what it all takes.
 

Rise and shine, 
Be your own little sunshine, 

That is when you realize, 
This is power of positivity. 

 

-Tarandeep Kaur
PRT

WHAT IS THE POWER OF 
POSITIVITY?
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One teacher can change your
world

Newly admitted in school I

was an underconfident and a

hesitant child. Teachers

hardly heard me talking and

participating in the class. We

had our music class and since

every child was supposed to

sing or show some talent, I

sang an offbeat song taught

by my father. To my surprise,

the music teacher really liked

and appreciated my song and

voice. I felt amused,

embarrassed and encouraged

as no one had appreciated my

voice before. Soon, I joined

music class and started

participating in competitions

During one such competition,

we performed well as a team

and were watching other

schools perform when my music

sir came and told that you must

represent our school for a solo

song.  
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He caught me off-guard, and I

was nervous and unprepared. He

assured me by saying, “Don’t

worry, we will practice once, and

I am there with you. I know you

can do it and remember only you

know that song, so it’s your song.

Only you know how to sing it, no

one knows your song.” 

Those words were my ray of

hope, and it was all I needed to

hear in that moment. I got ready

along with a fellow student who

played the tabla and my music

sir who was on harmonium

 

I sang my song. I vividly

remember my hands cold and

my legs shaking but my voice

echoing in that hall, filled

with lauded singers. I won a

consolation prize. 

My music sir was so proud,

and he patted my back,

appreciating me. He told my

father that I was a

courageous and a talented

student.

I remember that feeling of

being on top of the world. We

rode back on our red Bajaj

scooter singing songs. Next

day in school assembly I was

awarded a special prize of a

wooden carved pencil box

with a fluorescent orange

pencil and a scented eraser by

the Principal.
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 I cherished that prize for a long

time. I was no longer a part of the

crowd and there has been no

turning back and stage fright had

diminished into specks of people

clapping for me. My teacher’s

faith in me and his words of

encouragement stayed with me

always and gave me confidence to

be a performer. One man can

truly change your world. And as

life is a full circle and now as a

teacher, I try to do same. 

-Anuranjani Bhardwaj
               PRE-PRIMARY
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 -Pragya Sharma
TGT
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UnexcelledUnexcelled
OeuvresOeuvres

Discovering Art within Oneself



Hope Springs EternalHope Springs Eternal

Anayka Malik, 11-A

Surbhi Sharma, 11-D



Dipansh Bhasin, 8-A

Tanya Bhardwaj, 11-A



Nohal Vinayak Godse, 11-B

Sharika Kaul, 11-C



Khushi Mann, 11-C

Shauryavardhan Singh, 11-B



Abhya Srivastava, 11-A



Subhadeep Bandyopadhyay, 11-A



Ishita Manchanda, 11-A



Deeksha Lingayath, 11-D



Creative MélangeCreative Mélange

Primary Wing
Ms. Seema Mehandroo Kaul



Primary Wing
Ms. Seema Mehandroo Kaul



Secondary Wing
Ms. Ritu Singh





Yash Khanna, 12-C



Saanvi Singhal, 8-C



Advita, 1-A



Spandan Paul, 11-B



Euphonious VersesEuphonious Verses
COVID-19 Vaccine:COVID-19 Vaccine:  

A Ray of Hope... AA Ray of Hope... A

New BeginningNew Beginning

Before the virus, we were going to
different places,

In School, In Malls, In Parks, On
Holiday Trips and many more places...

We were enjoying our lives to the
fullest.

 
Then, there was a virus among us,

It spread quickly, it was not flu.
This was something new.

Its name was SARS COV-19,
It was cute, as its crown in shape,

But, it was so deadly.
It scared the whole world.

We got locked into our homes,
We miss playing with friends at school,
But, we are enjoying our online classes

too.
 
 

 

Then there came the ray of hope –

COVID -19 Vaccine.

Vaccine is restoring our lives,

Schools are getting open,

Wash your hands, wear mask,

maintain social distancing.

We trust that vaccine will turn the

COVID phase.

 

If we take care of ourselves, get

vaccines on time,

All this will be fine soon.

So, COVID-19 Vaccine is the new

beginning of our lives to resume,

A Ray of Hope... A New Beginning!!
 Reyansh Bansal

         1 D



Some great thoughts

that were left untold

Some deep feelings

that were left unexpressed

For the fear of them persisted

and that's what made them stressed

And what they'd think or voice

would influence their choice

Leaving them all in dismay

doing what they'd want, no way!

She felt down in the dumps

because it wasn't a great deal

And all that pumping up

was now a grief that couldn't be healed

And the trepidation that lasted forever

this was a big deal

 

 
'

for a foreseeable change

And I with the eyes of a hawk

Believed she'd be one day

Not in the nineties but

in a hundred to hundred range

 

The part of her which lived

was the part that had to be concealed

Though she was the July baby

and in May, she couldn't be

But she turned into February

a body so solitary

There's much more that she faced

and much more to forget

But there was still a ray of hope

Unto ld

Arshiya Pahuja
         11 C



A Ray of Hope
Alone, under the darkest of nights,
The treacherous moonlight left you

behind,

An incandescent spark,
Coursed through your veins.

When the waves crashed over your ship,
The sails slipped away from your grasp,

An obscure map, like no other,
Glinted before your eyes.

Each fall, each shipwreck, each gloom.
You stood up, you found a way, a light.

Yet some scars never heal,
You learn to love them.

When you look through the lenses that
replay your life,

They've sketched an enigmatic puzzle.
One that makes you who you are.

And they remind you, yet again,
There will always be a sunrise.

 
 

Every Life has Difficulties
Every life has difficulties

Every life has a price
 

Where things are not always nice
Never fall on the floor

 
Every problem, has a door

Solve your problems, wherever it
goes

You are not the only one ,
to have those

 
Don't let them, make you bend

This is not the end

Saksham Sharma
         10 B

Sara Srivasatava
         10 C



Deboshree Banarjee
            11 D

The Quest of the
Ocean

The blood that I bleed fuses with
ink, 

as my pleas go unheard 
So, little by little, my patience

gives away,
and nothingness seems enticing

As the time goes by, my brain
goes silent

And the turbulent boat of chaos
stirs,

And the ocean goes quiet.
 

 
The Beginning

 

Only if I could go back to the beginning,
Back to the first step

Can every mistake be undone?
Can every failure be reversed.

 

Only if I could go back to the beginning,
And wear the correction specs,
Will everything be the same?
Will nothing have changed?

 

No right no wrong,
Millions of questions running through my mind,
and all the answers are found back at the start,

Back at the beginning
Yashika Paliwal
          8 D



S h i p  t h a t ' s  l o s t  i t s  m a s t ,  i t ' s  a n c h o r  a n d  r o p e ,
W o u l d n ' t  s t i l l  n e c e s s a r i l y  m a k e  i t ,  b u t  t h e

s a i l o r s ?  T h e y  n e v e r  l o s e  h o p e .
 

T h a t  s t r i n g  o f  s i l v e r  l i n i n g ,  s h i n e s  l i k e  t h e
m o o n  i n  a  s t a r r y  n i g h t  s k y ,

a n d  t h e  s a i l o r s  w i s h  t h e y  k n e w  w h a t  w a s  g o i n g
t o  h a p p e n  t o  t h e m  n e x t ,  w i l l  t h e y  r e t u r n  s a f e

o r  d i e .
 

T h e y  p r a y ,  p r a y  t o  t h e  a l m i g h t y  f o r  o n e  l a s t
c h a n c e ,  a  c h a n c e  t o  s u r v i v e ,

T o  m e e t  t h e i r  l o v e d  o n e s ,  t o  w a t c h  t h e  s u n r i s e ,
o r  t e l l  e v e r y o n e  g o o d b y e  o n e  l a s t  t i m e .

I f  i t  e n d s ,  t h e y  k n e w  t h e y  p r a y e d ,  t h e y  k n e w
t h e y  f o u g h t .

 
I f  i t  d o e s n ' t ,  t h e y  k n o w  i t ' s  b e c a u s e  t h e y

p r a y e d ,  t h e y  k n o w  i t ' s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  f o u g h t .
A n d  t h e y  k n o w  G o d  l i s t e n s ,  l i s t e n s  t o  e v e r y o n e

w h o ' s  w o r t h  a  c h a n c e ,  a  t r y ,  a  n e w  b e g i n n i n g
a n d  o n e  l a s t  r a y  o f  h o p e

 

 

The Silver Lining

Stuti Sinha
         8 C



 

 

From Now Until Forever
“ P H O T O G R A P H Y  I S  T H E  A R T  O F  M A K I N G  M E M O R I E S

T A N G I B L E . ”

I S S U E  .  4  |  M A R C H  2 0 2 2

@Sanat Arora, Grade 11-C
Lofty Perch

' L o f t y  P e r c h '

S a n a t  A r o r a

G r a d e  1 1 - C
 

 ' T h e  G l e a m i n g  E t h e r '

  P r i y a l  A g g a r w a l

G r a d e  1 0 - D
 

' S n u g  D w e l l i n g s '

S a n a t  A r o r a  

G r a d e  1 1 - C
 

' M a t e r n a l  F e m m e '

S a n a t  A r o r a  

G r a d e  1 1 - C
 

' A l l u r i n g  C o y o t e '

A a r a v  M o o k e r j e e

G r a d e  1 0 - B
 

' S o m n o l e n t  G n a w e r '

G . S i v a

G r a d e  1 0 - A
 



@Priyal Aggarwal, Grade 10-D
The Gleaming Ether

@Sanat Arora, Grade 11-C
Snug Dwellings

@Sanat Arora, Grade 11-C
Maternal Femme



@Aarav Mookerjee, Grade 10-B
Alluring Coyote

@G.Siva, Grade 10-A
Somnolent Gnawer



@Sanat Arora, X-A

PRESCIENT
Littérature

' Y e a r n i n g  f o r
C h a n g e '

  A y u s h  P u r o h i t
G r a d e  6 - D

 
 ' L i f e  i s  S i m p l e '

 A r a h a n  S i n g h
G r a d e  4 - B

 
 ' D a y  o f  A n i m a l s '

S h a g u n  G u p t a
G r a d e  2 - A

 
' T h e  P o w e r  o f

P o s i t i v e  P e r c e p t i o n '
A n a n d i t a  J a i n

G r a d e  7 - B



 

A deadly disease outbreak has encompassed
each and every individual in the globe. This is a
problem in our life that we have to overcome.
COVID 19 is not a thing to be afraid of if we
take the necessary precautions. 

We have to fight it. In this darkness of the
coronavirus, there is still a “Ray of Hope” that
can help us beat this pandemic.

What is this “Ray of Hope”? Our will power
and determination to survive in this difficult
situation is a part of the “Ray of Hope”. It is
also the patience and calmness that we should
build in ourselves. The “Ray of Hope” is the
ability to cope up and adapt to this difficult
situation. 

How can the “Ray of Hope'' help us against this
pandemic? God has blessed us with the ability
to overcome any difficulty if we believe in
ourselves and have positive thinking. Our
willpower and self-belief acts as a weapon
against COVID 19.

If we cannot master the “Ray of Hope” then it
is of no use. 

The only way of mastering this “Ray of Hope” is
strengthening our will power which can be done by
yoga, meditation and exercise. It helps us to
increase and bolster our mental and physical
health as well as enhance our inner stability and
build our self peace.
The fear of the disease has left a dreadful impact
on our mind. 
The fear of Covid can be eliminated from our
minds if we find the “Ray of Hope”. It is all around
us. It is in our families who are always with us
through thick and thin, in our friends who never
fail to support and bring smiles on our faces, in the
beautiful nature that withstands every rough
weather, but most important it is inside us. We try
to live and value each passing day in search of
light and happiness.
 
It is truly said that “Prevention is better than
Cure” so we should take necessary precautions like
wearing masks, sanitizing our hands frequently
and maintaining social distance.

When vaccination was being invented, it built a
“Ray of Hope” among us. We still dream that one
day this disease will be completely eradicated from
the earth and we would be back to our normal life
like going to school, playing with our friends,
meeting our relatives etc.

Do not let the darkness of fear spread but the
let the “Ray of Hope” in every individual’s

heart.
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Yearning for a Change
- Ayush Purohit, 6D



Surround yourself with loved ones.
Sympathy and empathy go together. Be

kind to people and try to be in their
shoes to understand them better. 

 
Always make a good human your

inspiration and try to stay away from
negative people and things. As someone

said – ‘The happiness of your life
depends on the quality of your

thoughts’. Make your own decisions and
take responsibility for the things you do.

This will keep you motivated to do
better next time. 

 
Be unique, don’t try to imitate others.

You are not a clone of anyone you have
your identity. Give others a chance too.

Others also deserve the same
opportunities; seek respect not

attention. 
 
 

-It is no bad thing to celebrate a simple
life - JRR Tolkein

Life is Simple
Through the eyes of a 9 year old 

It is good to have hobbies to keep ourselves
calm and relaxed. Do not overuse electrical and

digital gadgets. Instead, listen to music, read
good books, sleep, play, go to a place

surrounded with nature; all these will help you
release stress and negativity. 

 
You will bounce back energized. Time you enjoy

wasting is not wasted time.
 

Never give up on the goals that we are trying to
achieve. We should always try to accomplish

the things we want. To keep ourselves
motivated and happy, always keep learning

and trying new things. We should try to attain
more knowledge in different ways.

 

 
Life reminds me of nature, which is always
changing, but in a meaningful way for all
things in this world. We all can agree that

life is a precious gift which is not to be
wasted.

We should appreciate the life we have; we
should always try to remain happy and stay
strong. If we are having a bad day, we should

try to make it better and should never give
up. 

- Arahan Singh, 4B



Once there was a dog named Lily. She lived with her

friends. She loved water and sunlight. She was very

happy.

One day she saw a cat named Meenu. Lily asked Meenu -

Will you be my friend? 

Meenu said - Yes! I would love to be your friend.

Next day, Meenu asked Lily to have a competition of

who is smarter? Lily said okay. 

First challenge was to smell and guess the food. Lily won

the first challenge. 

Second challenge was to climb the tree. Meenu won the

second challenge.

This way they both won and thus knew that they both

are smart and intelligent.

 

Day of Animals
 -Shagun Gupta, 2A



The Power of Positive
Perception

 
 

He could see the nurse rushing to her

room and hear her groans of pain. This

was all before loneliness took a toll on

him. He was alone with no friends to

play with. No neighbors to talk to. He

wasn’t allowed to see his grandma much

less hug her. He wished with all his heart

that he could embrace his grandma one

more time. His gloomy thoughts made

him feel worse. He felt like an outsider in

his own home.

No one noticed Raj’s condition but his

elder sister, Anjali. She was fifteen years

old. She was very wise for her age. One

day, Anjali approached Raj and

confronted him about his feelings and

thoughts on the subjects. “Yes, I do think

that way. How can you not? Covid is a

terrible disease. Thousands of people are

dying every day. Grandma has heart

issues and diabetes as well.” Raj

admitted.

There once was a little boy named Raj.

Raj was an upbeat and jolly kid. He was

barely nine when coronavirus arrived in

the city of Mumbai. Deaths of people

were gradually increasing. The virus

affected his family as well and took his

grandmother into its grasp. 

When Raj heard his grandma had Covid

he was terrified of what could happen.

His family was quarantined and his

grandma was isolated in one of the

rooms. They had a nurse to take care of

his grandma. 

A million thoughts overcame his mind.

Soon enough, all he could see were what

bad things could happen to his beloved

grandma. His upbeat personality

changed. His precious smile was fading

away. He watched the news, how many

people were dying, how many had lost

their loved ones. 

It had been a week since his grandma

was diagnosed with Covid. 

-Anandita Jain, 7 B



"“Hope is having expectations for positive

outcomes. It means believing strongly that what

you want will happen. Now, be brave Raj and

have hope. Everything will be fine and even if it

will not, I will always be there for you” Anjali

advised.

Raj understood what his sister told him and

followed her advice. He developed a belief that

everything would be alright. A few weeks passed,

his grandma got well again. Raj was overjoyed

with the news. They all did what her sister had

mentioned before; played games, watched movies

and a bunch of other fun stuff. He developed new

hobbies like playing guitar, reading books and he

even took a liking to the game of chess. Him

having hope had paid off! His mindset was more

positive than ever and his hope was stronger than

ever.
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“Yes, her chances of surviving are very slim.”

Anjali answered. “You could look at it that

way or you could see that despite her problems

she can survive. Even though the world is

struggling now, maybe after all this is over, an

even better world without wars will emerge. In

this lockdown after grandma gets better, we

can all spend more time together as a family.

We are all in our home now. We could play

board games and you could even develop

different hobbies! Look at the silver lining.”

Anjali suggested. “What does a silver lining

mean?” Raj asked.

“I said you should have hope for a vaccine

and for our grandma.” Anjali said, trying to

console her younger brother. “Didi, what

does having hope actually mean?” Raj asked

curiously. 

“It means to look at the bright side of things.

Even the darkest things have silver linings.

You just have to look for it. Submitting into

dark thoughts is easy but having hope in dark

times is what brave people do. You know the

scientists are trying their hardest to develop a

vaccine. Hopefully they find it soon, then all

will go back to normal.” Anjali said smiling

and then patted Raj’s head. “So, I should wait

for a vaccine, but what if it doesn’t come in

time?” Raj asked almost in tears.



 Reviews
 

 

'Murder on the Orient Express' is a thrilling and fascinating novel by Agatha Christie, one
of the most phenomenal authors of all time. The book revolves around the character of

Hercule Poirot, who is a detective on a train  to Istambul, and is accompanied by twelve
people of different nationalities. The book mainly focuses on Poirot and his attempts

to solve the case of the Murder of Rachett, that takes place on the train, one fine night.
Poirot is helped by his fellow companions- Mr Hardman and M. Bouc, and together they

question the passengers one by one, to carefully investigate the case and find out a
possible solution. The plot of the story is interesting till the very end, and is also quite
unpredictable.  It is interesting how the author explains the process of Poirot's critical

thinking skills to solve the case, and how exactly he arrives at the conclusion. The
findings at the crime scene and the word of the passengers on board all lead to different
conclusions, and it's not that easy to figure out how the crime was committed.  The side
characters like Colonel Arbuthnot, the Wagon Lit Conductor, Miss Debenham and the
Russian princess, along with the other side characters, are just as interesting, and are

each portrayed in a unique way. The book is a great murder mystery, and  a must-read.
                                                                                                                       

- Stuti Sinha, 8-C



In an era where demons lurk in the dead of night, his sister
turns into one! Amidst the trouble of turning her back, Tanjiro,

family slaughtered, sets on a journey against the very demon who ruined his
life!

Japan Academy Prize for Animation of the Year 2021, Koyoharu Gotouge’s
Demon Slayer “kimetsu no yaiba” is another gift of breathtaking animation

from the Unfotable studios. Enjoying a 100% by Rotten Tomatoes, IMDb
8.7/10, this series is currently breaking grounds with every weekly release

across platforms including Netflix and Crunchyroll.
This show can pump your hearts, make you cry, and still complete the episode

within 25 minutes, only making you crave more
Fighting demons with his blade, young Tanjiro Kamado befriends an

overdramatic, blonde boy, Zenitsu and the literally boar headed Inosuke.
Bright and pop animation this show sets fire by the end of season 1 which

leads to the events of the movie Demon Slayer: Mugen Train and the current
season 2.

 
With animations at its best, the music too secures its own place. The opening

track Gurenge by LiSA is breaking records by making its way to the most
popular song in Japan in its year of release. Incredible and engaging supporting

themes give the show its life and viewers their emotions. Every aspect
including animation, plot or theme grants its viewers the best viewing

experience. The plot will keep you seated, the animations will keep your eyes
amazed, while the themes make their own way in keeping you interested.

Clearly, this show is highly recommended for anyone who wishes to see an animation
masterpiece

-Anushka Aryan, 9-D



How to Take Over the
World - Benjamin Wilson

Grades 9-12

But Why Podcast -
Vermont Public Radio

Grades 6-8

Dream Big Podcast - Eva
and Olga Karpman

Grades 4-5

 Story Pirates - Gimlet
Grades 1-3

Reaching the PinnacleReaching the Pinnacle

(Kindly click on the given images to listen to the podcasts.) 

https://open.spotify.com/show/1gqvQ7h7BxNSVoQVTnwihr?si=AOb2zHejRBW-l3G0O7iGtg&utm_source=copy-link
https://open.spotify.com/show/1Lb6AyTjz8BzFc1XgOtQPY?si=DNKuSR7dTQmk4xammSfllw&utm_source=copy-link
https://open.spotify.com/show/1LcOGUCPK7gw5dCLrFxGHZ?si=6ie8l-PpQc2YyWE0j99nag&utm_source=copy-link
https://open.spotify.com/show/0OHMYcZChEVgTx2jz0yzze?si=1Xq4ooNPS96jdPBGydzBbA&utm_source=copy-link
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